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What to do on Day 1?
Vocabulary

· Up/down

· Numbers to 10

· Girls and Boys chart

· Colors

· Letters

· Classroom items

Week 1 Activities
· Counting games

· Circle games

· Number and color flashcards

· Playdough or clay

· Free choice play

· Journaling

· Color bingo

· Watercolor painting

· Nature walk

· Read alouds

· Reader’s Theater

Keep in mind…

· Repetition…repetition…repetition!

· Simple language…they won’t understand you!
· Rely on gestures, actions, examples, and photos.
· Think ahead to what language you will use

· Think ahead to what language you want them to use

· Alternate activities to keep the students engaged

Learning Centers
Why use learning centers?

· By using classroom learning centers, a teacher can work individually with students, while at the same time providing other students with the opportunity to review past topics.

What do learning centers look and sound like?

· Teacher works with one group or checks in with all groups.

· Classroom assistant may work with one group of students.

· Students collaborate and work together in small groups.

· Students are talking with each other.

· The teacher works with only a few students at a time, not the whole class.

Where do I begin?
· Decide how you will use learning centers in your classroom.

What are the different types of learning centers?

· All students work in centers at the same time, and each center has a specific


activity or assignment. Students rotate through each center in one week.
· Centers can be imbedded into language arts or math class.  In this model, students work in groups, and one group (or more) work in centers while others might be
completing other assignments independently or working with the teacher.

· Students choose a center for their morning work.

· Students may work in a center when they finish other assignments.  Students


may choose from a variety of activities in each center.

How do I design the learning centers?

· Decide how many centers you would like to have in your classroom.



-It is best to have no more than 6 children in a group if all are working in 


centers.

· Choose a topic and an objective for each center.


-Common centers are math, reading, writing, art, science, dramatic play,



social studies, language arts (poetry, songs, spelling, etc.), technology, 



listening

· Choose one or two activities for each center.

What types of activities should I put in the centers?

· Students will be most successful if they have previous experience working with


the activities in the centers.  Possible activities include:


Write, copy, and/or illustrate letters, words, or characters


Practice identifying letters, words, or characters using flashcards


Read poems, stories, books


Put a story or poem in order using a pocket chart


Play Bingo


Create sentences using flashcards


Complete a graphic organizer


Make a book


Write a non-fiction report


Write a comic strip


Write a letter


Classify items by size, color, or various other characteristics


Compare and contrast animals, characters, or other items


Use small blank books to write sentences, stories, or practice specific phrases


Listen to stories with headphones


Make a collage with photos cut from a magazine


Label photos found in a magazine


Use a map to answer questions


Math problems, puzzles, and games


Solve math problems on a white board 


Simple art projects


Magnetic numbers or letters


Tangrams, dominoes, pattern blocks


Flashcards



Make patterns with blocks or other items


Sequence items, such as a story or a poem


Play Memory game with flashcards


Create a model or a diagram


Practice a skill on ipads


String beads to create a pattern


Match upper and lower-case letters

How will students know what to do?

· At the beginning of each week, explain each center to the class.  Most students will remember the instructions for each center.

· At each center, place a note card with the written or illustrated instructions.

· Always place a model of the assignment in the center.

For how many minutes should students work in centers?

· Students in grades K-2:  20-25 minutes

· Students in grade 3-6:  25-30 minutes
How often should my students work in centers?
How can I manage all of the centers?

· Use a centers chart 



-pocket chart, wheel, color-coded

· Group students by ability or randomly

· The teacher moves the sticks or names to change centers.

· Centers activities are most successful when there are two adults in the classroom.

· Centers can be stored in many ways, such as folders, trays, plastic or cloth bags,

gift bags, cabinet drawers, plastic tubs, boxes, cans, and on bulletin boards.

How can I differentiate activities in the centers?

· Some examples for differentiating activities include:



Math – games, activities, or worksheets at different levels


Reading – teacher works with each group at their level




   - variety of reading materials at different levels



Writing – different requirements; some students write 2 sentences, and





others write 4 sentences




  - some groups work independently; others work with an adult

· Provide choices for students in some of the centers.  For example, students


can choose to practice addition facts by playing a game, solving problems on a 

 
whiteboard, using flashcards, or completing a worksheet.

· variety of reading materials at different levels

Resources

Learning Centers Handout & Worksheets:
Sra. Wieber’s Classroom blog

               http://psikinderparents.weebly.com/sra-wieber-dusaire
Los 3 Cerditos video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SMmCJb3QvkE
Learning Centers Books:

Crawford, L, Nauman, K, & Rottman, C. (2002).  Active Literacy, A Practical Visual Sourcebook.  Minneapolis, MN: Origins.

Heacox, D. (2002). Differentiating Instruction in the Regular Classroom. Minneapolis, MN:  Free Spirit Publishing.

Holliman, L. (1996).  The Complete Guide to Classroom Centers.  Cypress, CA: Creative Teaching Press, Inc.

Learning Centers Websites:

Teaching Heart


www.teachingheart.net/LC.htm
This teacher-created site includes numerous ideas and helpful suggestions.

Concept to Classroom (Thirteen Ed Online, PBS)

http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/concept2class/mi/implementation_sub1.html
This site lists numerous ideas for centers using the Multiple Intelligences as its starting point.

To find other sites and photos, search for “classroom learning centers” online.
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